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ſhewing that all who had put « on Chriſt were no longer | 


Debtors to the Law of Moſes, had. rai iſed him many 
Enemies amongſt ſuch. as were for annexing to Chri- 
ſtianity all thoſe ceremonial Obſeryances, which the 
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Sv on therefore as had oppoſed "a were 
ced to a Neceſſity. either of re ing their yl 
nions, as falſe and inconſiſtent with the true De- 
ſign of Chriſtianity ; ; or of tejecting st. Pu Au- 
thority, as of no Weight againſt them. Their Pre- 
poſſeſſions which forbid. the former, made ſtrong Ar- 
_-_ of the Nighteſt Pretences for the latter. 


Ir was objected to him, 00 2 
preached was received of — — og had not of 
ſeen Chriſt the Lord, thougli he had declared he r. 
ceived his Taftratlichs immediately from him 
in Confirmation thereof had wrought great V 
amongſt them, and the Grace of the Spirit of God 
had attended on his Preaching, to the Converſiom of 
the Gentiles, the Corinthians themſel ves being the 
ſeal F his apoftleſhip in the Lord. His modeſt Beha- 
viour towards them, his being compliant to theit 
Humours, and working with his own Handi, that he 
might be in no wiſe burthenſome to them, are made 
Matters of Reproach; as if they betrayed, ſome in- 
ward Diffidence of his A 2 p. which had; he 
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know withal, that Br Walle 234 N 
voluntarily abridged his own Liberty, and* 0 300 
many Advantages he might have inſiſted , 2 Oy 


for the more ef Fufthet ; 4 2 
Exerciſes of "is ou mcm We Pitende®" n — 


: Nees ef _ 
ApoRle'® An 
poſe dome Fri 
oonteſtable She Peaches of th — 5 "2nd 
the Words of my e ute With the Preceding 
Verſe, plaitify ew whit they were, namely, a Power 
to demand and receiye'of: theſe under thei Tra 
on, every thing neceſſary to their own Subſiſtence : 
Have we not Power to eat and to drink? And further, 
if they thought fit. to carry about with them in their 
Travels w Wife of their own Perſuaſion, the Joint 
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ſtian thats heing the plain aud natural Meaning-of 


= mnt will convince any one, that the\Ten 
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qually ſignifying both ; but wh the Gra: of this 
Place requires, there is no Difficulty to determine. 
For as St. Paul-meritions here tho ſimilar Practice of 
St. Peter, who we are ſüre was: married, and of the 
reſt of the Apoſtles who have been reputed ſo to be; 
for Men to imagine that e ir e | 
the Example of St. Peter his 
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to him by ſuch Alliance: Or for them to ſuppoſe St. 
Peter W nn * Iſſocia | 
and only ſhews what a Lengths —— to des 


this Paſſage, that certain rich — followed. * 
Apoſtles, providing them Neceſſaries, and eaſingthem 
of all that Trouble . But St. Paul is here talking to 

what a Degree he of night, as an Apoſtle, might be- 
come burthenſome to the Church; fo could never 
ſay, as this Conjecture makes him; thathe: might be 
ſo far burthenſome to thoſe he taught, as to lead one 
about with him, who ſhould prevent his being ſo at 
all. Nor, os was it ever mne that: any 
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i erroneous — ad 1 injatious Te 
| bacy in the Church of Rome, are fetched: from Ex- 
preſſions of St. Paul in this very 
all Equity, ſhould be io interpreted as to leave the i. 
poſtle oonſiſtent with himſelf: What thereſdre he ex. 
dently pleads a Right to here, he cannot be 
to have prohibited in a former part of the ſafe Let- 
ter. The real Caſe ſeems to haye been this; the 
x Cor. vii. Apo ian in general. 
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thoſe Schemes which make up the Buſineſs of this 
Life, ſnould have an abſStare Petiod : With theſe 
Views he dire&s therm to continue, 48 to worldly Cir- 
cumſtances, in the Eftate Chriſtianity found tliem in. 
Not eager to make Alterations which were like to be 
of no Continuance; but in all Reſpects to keep their 
Minds as free from all Caref#lne/5'as poſlible ; * and 
conſequence of fuch Ady vice, thoſe who were 25 N ; 
in their Hearts, having #0 Neceſſity, but had Power 
over their own'Wills, and in their 00 Thoughts had 
determined to confinue fogle, are + approved. of in their 
Reſolutions, a LNG 10 | re rr x6 fen 
as needle/ly, though 17 1 iny vOLvea 9 8 in 
the allowed 1 of this Life. b lhe ru > 
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Born the Ont adorn of theſs A | 
tions, one would imagine plain enough; but even in 
the Infancy of Chriſtianity, theſe Precepts directecf ts 

the Faithful in general, dedticed from Reaſons of Con= 

yenience, and the urgent Neceſſity of the Times and 
delirered with the moft tender Caution, that they 
ſhould be received of ſuch only as. Were able to receipe 
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| expecting it from ſuch whoſe Stations required that 
their Lives ſhould be e for all manger 


Celibacy was thought a more. Perfect and. virtuu; 


ſures of Senſe, and al the Enj yoyments | of this World 


4-10" 
3 


n 


in very ain. 


upon Celibacy as a Mark of exalted Piety, to the 


? ; 3 
5 x Oe IS >. . 
FO, ME I. Y #1 4 < 
; "Mow © 3 * * F * 5 fe PY 6 
: 4 * * 1 1 ; *. | & %2 „„ 


Wa Ex this Notion had o once prevailed fo far that 


State than Marriage, there was ſcarce a Herely lan- 
ed, or any Body of Men who deviated from the fir 
Simplicity and Purity of the Goſpel, but Virginity 
was made a part of their Profeſſion ; * their firlt Pre 
tences for Separation conſiſting uſually of Deligns of 
refin'd Piety, an extraordinary Strictneis of Mor, 
and a ſpiritual Abſtinence from the debaſing Ples- 
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E $ was an a Opinion which afforded Pear, 
picks for a bright Imagination, uſually found with 
Enthuſiaſm, to enlarge upon with great Adyantage. 
A Freedom from the Cares of a Family, gave room 
for an uninterrupted Intercourſe with God in Con- 
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in the ordinary Courſe'of our | | 
this falſe Way of th ———— oſe 
Encomiums of the Brachmans,  Cpnicks, and Soicks, _ 
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be . oh 2 us for” he Min e if, of chem 
| ſhould be < lll by us 1 0 Pu Reverence: | and 1 
| ve il Tom our eee through a card Ne 
| gence © OI, Or cefum nPpLe 
Means of MEL y which he l. 
at our awn ae” This Refledion alone is A el 
niwer to t h : > belt Plea: I have. ever met with-for 
the Church « Ro Rome In 8 which char ſhe | 
impoleth Celibacy 4 on no one ; - 4. h indes! an- | 
nexed it to the four ſuperi rio 8 of the Clergy | 
but” the hen forceth none to enter into thoſe bi. 
which if true, that Ob jection fill remains unanſwer d, 
in as much ah. Tthe-obliges all thoſe who hae onoe 
made a Vow of Eclibacy, ever to Preſerye it invio- 
late; Which tis in no one's Power to know, whether 
he ſhall be always able to do v without Sin: Nor has 
cular Affiſtance of 
God's Grace for that Parkes he” "Having! no Where 
promiſed it. Fot Met thus to citye out for then 
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ſelves Methods of ſerving God, 16 Ne ee I 


tis only the Shew' of Wifilom in WillWarſbip; and 
tis Folly, more 1 ow to hatraſs 


and torment chemſelvcs, being ever in Conflict with 
an impetuous Paſſion ; which if f it was lawfully Fa 
. C 2 85  tisfied, 


deſign d they mould. 


ties and lewd Corruption © of thole,. 


tereſts of Chriſtianity, haye been 1 
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have lamented the 8 9 50 given by + the vile Taiqui- 


ho wen 


; | g fene e * 
a | * n 
to profeſs what 5 001 not pract __— 4 
i © 2 | 85 5 2 5 * * * Q Fe : 5 
if b "04 


Txus 2 may, be obſerved. of the" Impo 
of Celibacy,.. as. it regards „the Clergy. 1 
Give me lea ye a minute or two to conſid er it with fe- 
gard to the Church in general, that i is, to the who 


Body of the Faithful.” Let us ſee whether, the * 


impoſed, than where it has been leſt ew eren -Þ . 
whether this pretended Freedom from Care has made 


Men more diligent and able to propagate. n 


the Laity, Knowledge, Religion and Virtue, or not. | 
Tis notorious that the very Reyerſe of chin rue; ö 
and if the State of the Church be compared with i it 
ſelf in different Periods, we ſhall find that Superſti , 
tion and Ignorance, Error and Immorality were ne- t 
ver fo uniyerſal, as when this Notion prevailed. ſ 
And there is a natural Reaſon to be aſſigned for it; r 

fle Life when tis unaffecbed, voluntary, b 
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'ealy, 


To 


ds D1ety- Devotion toward God; but 1 | 
its | ane tes cdkey: for; the Setrier of Men. 
Its Example is confin'd within a narrower. Circle: 
and the natural Benevolence of a Man's Temper is 
often obſtructed by a reſerved and faulty Modeſty, or 
extinguiſhed by Moroſeneſs. and little Peculiwitier; 
whilſt in the confugal Eſtate, the hole Strength of a 
Man's Mind i is exerciſed, and every Virtue called in- 
to Action. The RA of Children, and Govern- 
ment of a Family, habituate Men to Wiſdom and 
Gravity in all their Deportment, give an affable Turn 
to their Behaviour, and teach them Tenderneſs and 
pity: At the ſame time ſtrongly engaging them to 
ſtudy and promote the Peace and Welfare of Society. 
This ſeems no ſmall GT Wu both States axe 
left to Mens own natural Choice; bur when Celiba- 
| cy is impoſed," either by erben Authority, or Mens 
own reſtleſs Enthuſiaſm, the Caſe is infinitely werſe. 
$0 irkſome a Reſtraint as this," where it is one, muſt 
rob a Man of that Equanimity, which alone leaves 
him capable either of his own, or others, Improve- 
ment. And if Enthuſiaſm ſets him thus at War with | 
himſelf, he may proceed with more Pleafure and Pa- 
tience: but Superſtitions ſeldom come ſingle; one 
Þ naturally introduces another, that When an even 
rational Practice of Religion is deſerted, tis impoſſi- 
ble to ſay what will 2 under the ſpecious Dif- 
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vious, that the cloſer tlie Connection iu ich the 
Peel of any Body of Men hath' with the Wel 


Hens let the State of 
the Reformation he w); let the general 
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e ee is never in ſo Gi way to. nſec 0 
the great Purpoſes ior which it was. 


of it ; and nothing can 1 effechually promote theks 
as mutual Alliances, and one joint Int bag 
common to both. Such reciprocal 


perſtition on one fide, and as happily —_— 
Suſpicions, Jealouſies, Contempt of holy Things, and 
- Infidelity, on the other. And in a political View, 
What noble Defences of our common Libentics aue 
owing to this Happineſs of our Conſti 
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ſo tenacious inf this Dec, for 
whets Eceleſiaſtics are permitted to have Wives and 
ren, their Connexion with the Civil State here 
they are, is inevitable, and an abſolute 7 
riſdition- becomes impoſſible. Nor could the Al- 
lowances of private Clerks have ever been ravaged 5 | I 
from them, to the Support of Luxury and Foppery, 1 

had not Vows of Q ; 


our Reforeition fund, and, With Shame, Ladd, l 
the ſecular Clergy of this Nation, impoyecriſh'd of 


1 the greateſt Part of their juſt 
currence of Circumiſtanoes © 8 
4 Inclination to diftinguiſh between Eecroachments and 


legal Rights 5 che 
Contieiar of the Revenue, made others baſely afraid 
of doing Juſtieey and the-Suſpicions Men had that 
the Clergy were ſtill wav'ring in their Inclinations 
towards Rome, made wiſe Men hold their Tongues 
in Hopes of more favourable Opportunitics, till the 


Tu Redreſs of theſe Misfortunes has been at- 
tempted in particular Inftances, and by flow Degrees, 
both by public Authority, and private Liberality, 
eyer ſince; till in the third Year of Queen Anne's 
4 | Reign 
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er the "Glory, of | Gol, 'the "Comfort" of "his Mini 
) and the Edification of his People. Happy ins 45 
accompliſning the Wiſhes 4 Deſires of her en 
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cence; and for this her Ge 

Mind of every grateful Clergymaill; will her: 
be for evet precious. That great Example has fired 
'up the Spirits of an n to the n 


and long may it do ſo, for the Work is very; 
more —— 110 


: Thus may we look f 
with ba joy Eye on Poſteriry bus in the 


thoſe of « our — pres — Death are ſnatch 
from theſe Rewards, which they, both deſerye$and 
wanted, have them, in ſome-/ meaſure, conyeyed'to | 
them i in their Deſcendants, Let the Wants of their 
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5 | | ft will be goo Years before al the Livings now under ans — 
will be raiſed to 60 J. per Ann. fuppoſing every Year there be the ſame Mo- 
ney diſtributed, as has been for three or en Zeus Jur. 
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Cries of THR: Widows, melt us into |Compaition. 
Bor if thats fofice "Motive f 11 tet aSeafs * Jute 
influence us; for, as L obſeryed. in the Entrance of this 

Diſcourſe, it is common Juſti ſtice only, and a _ politive 


Right of Chriſtianity, which ſecures them'a Maint = 


nance. Nothing can be plainer, than that if Clergy- 

men may haye Wives and Children, as I have eng 
they may, they are K ound to provide Neceſſaries 
them to the, utmoſt. of their Power, becauſe this is a 
Duty! incumbent on ey ry Maſter of a Family * and 2h 


ſtry, requires the whole Attendance of thoſe ale are 
engaged in it, their Reward in Juſtice ought to be 
ſuch, as with frugal Management may be ſufficient 
for theſe urpoics,: 
knowledge this; and every pious Chriſti an Who con- 
ſiders it, wiſhes 4 deſires it may be ſo. That God 
who has commanded by his Apoſtle, that he who is 
taught in the Word, ſhould communicate to bim that 
teacheth in all good Things, is not mocked. Nor will 


our bleſſed Saviour ſee his Miniſters injuriouſly treat- 


ed for being ſuch, and not require it at our Hands. 


Ax what can be a more ſenſible Injury than many 
of them undergo? who ſpend their whole Lives in 


the Service of others, in the moſt DOREEN Services; 
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84. Wel, Funrtiting due Wade, NING 
ber! viſiting kf Sick, and cor ane he Wi K 

ed, muſt he eſteem d, and, in the Concluſion,” hae 
the. Pains of Death erbitte d to hath: 5 the anti. 
ous and diſtradting Proſp ect of leaving, in the Depth 


of 'Poyerty,. thoſe 5 are neareſt and deareſt to them, 
or leaving them deſtitute even of that 


1 


oft their Lives afforded,” hen the latfiuides of 
A en OT. experience of Youth, makes them incapa. 
ble » helping themſelves. How "very depl6rabl, 
Caſe i is this in Repreſentation, and yet how f y 
does. it happen in, Reality, how large is the Lift of 
the ear, And how inp ts ii 
lieved , notwithſtanding he Ken ref 1 gene- 
rous Management of this Corporation? 10 oy 5 e . 
Lerssrzoris, Lay, yet, bleſſed be God a | 
which communicates great Comfort to them in thei 
Diſtreſs. God hath put it into the Hearts of many 6 1 his 
Servants to be zealous fo alleviate this Burthen, 
their Zeal has provoked many. A pious and tender 
Concern for ſuch. undeſery ryed and ſore Cala ties ha 
ſpread itſelf far and wide ; and as the 06d Influence 


of this Charity have _ diffuſed,” the Mündel of 


its Supporters have been enlarged; the brighteſt Or- 
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| preſent Revenue of which, togerher with the caſus\-BenqfaRions, ee * | 


not more than 5 /. per Ann. to each. 
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theit Names b 

culiarly dear to as by their Liberalities, and Inſtan- 
ces of the moſt ſecret Piety and publick Bounty toe 
uw Fathetleſs' and 1 70 ; 
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Ov late moor. Fe Sovtrzrex, not only 
gare room for 4 more extended Benevolence towards + 
us, but inſpired it by his own Royal Example: And LO 
we cannot he enough thankful for . ſingular a Bleſs 
ſing as we enjoy in the Consoxr of his preſent Mogt 
Gzacrous MaJestr, whole princely Goodneſs came en- 
deared to us by every Ci ce which could add 
to Oo great a Genitroſity. And tis with Joyful Grati- 
tude, I obſerye that Sex, of which She is the Glory, 
fo forward in their Imitation of her: This, we doubt 
not, muſt- fill her Royal Mind with Pleaſure, as ſhe 
is continually promoting ſuch Acts of Charity and 
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piety, as render her the Joy and Delight of every 
good Chriſtian at pteſent, and by their bleſſed Ef. 
2 will tranſiniſt ber Name with —_ to all Kic- | 


I 
$7 1 


ad to ) prota a Cha- 

rity proceeding on ſuch juſt Reaſons, and recommend 

ed by ſuch powerful | Examples, but our Prayers to 

Almighty God, that- he would continue that Spirit 5 

of Piety and nn tie a beſtowed upon * that | TR 
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Will come into thine houſe, cum upon the multitude of thy. meneyy-* 
in tþy fear will I wor fſhip.Fowatds thy. hay 


ecent | 
3 God. God (ii: wery greatly to be fa 
.of..the Saints, aud to le bad in re 1 
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ate round 2bout bas. Fal. Lr ir B. 5 
„ A. B. Rector of Foalnefſo ith Riſex. Printed f 
the Welt End of St. Pars. 1729. 


